
The Old Lyme Fire Department,  established in 1923, is made up of volunteer firefighters. The ranks of 

the department are filled with members of almost every trade or profession. Above all these individuals are 
interested in the protection of their neighbors’ life and property and the welfare of Old Lyme.  
 
As technology becomes more complex, so do the duties of the firefighters. This requires that the volunteer firefighter 
spend many hours in training with the equipment needed to meet any emergency. They respond not only to calls 
about fires but also accidents involving cars, boats, animals or storm damage. The volunteer firefighters are on call 
24 hours a day.  They are ready to respond to a call for help at no burden to the taxpayer for payroll.  
 
Today there are 42 active volunteers. Each has obtained the Fire Fighter I certificate which is a 60 hour course. There 
are additional trainings in pump and ladder operations as well as 100 hour EMT training.  
 
 The original fire department was housed under Memorial Town Hall.  
 In 1928 a Maxim 500 gallon truck was purchased and housed in the garage beneath Memorial Town Hall.  
 In 1948 volunteers received specialized training and uniforms were obtained for the volunteer members.  
 After the end of World War II it was determined that larger quarters for the Fire Department were necessary. It 

wasn’t till 1959 however, that the town took title of property for a new fire station. In September 1961 the new 
station was completed and dedicated to the first fire chief Ellis K. Devitt.  

 A siren system was devised to alert the volunteers of an emergency. This system was originally sounded by the 
local telephone operators. With the advent of direct dial telephones central operators were phased out and an 
emergency room was installed in Town Hall to provide 24 hour emergency answering and dispatch service.  

 In 1956 the department Auxiliary was established to assist the Fire department with fund raising, social events, 
and emergencies.  

 Training was always given to the volunteers and included first aid and the latest firefighting methods. Civil 
Defense courses were introduced by 1957 to learn how to monitor atomic radiation levels.  

 In 1959 a DUKW amphibious vehicle was purchased and adapted for fire and rescue use.  
 In 1965 the new fire station meeting room served as classrooms for the overcrowded school next door.   
 Radio alerting units were placed in sixteen active firefighters homes to ensure rapid response to fire alerts.  
 By the 70’s State Legislature passed an act to include firefighters under the Workman’s Compensation Act. 

Physical exams were also given freely to the 69 volunteer members by Dr. Matt Griswold and visiting nurse Mrs. 
may Swift.  

 1973 marked the 50th anniversary of the department and a celebration was held with forty units from around 
the state participated in a parade.  

 In 1976 the Fireman’s Fund was established and a numbering system for houses was instituted to aid in locating 
where emergencies were occurring.  

 1977 marked the formation of the Valley Shore Regional Dispatch Organization. This centralized dispatch and 
began the 911 system of emergency calls.  

 By 1980 the Ambulance Association separated from the South End Fire Department becoming an independent 
organization. Additionally the Valley Shore Regional Dispatch center opened in the Connecticut State Police 



Barracks in Westbrook and provided 911 service for all emergencies in Old Lyme. This ended the “emergency 
room” at the Town Hall after 30 years of service.  

 In 1984 a tool hydraulic rescue tool was purchased to aid in releasing victims’ trapped in vehicle accidents.  
 1987 saw the initiation of hospital paramedic units and a Life Star Helicopter Service.  
 By 1989 Old Lyme streets, fire wells, and other water sources were entered into a computer system linked to 

Valley Shore Emergency Communications.  
 1990 marked the opening of the new Baldwin Bridge which included a water distribution system for 

emergencies on the bridge.  
 1991 all fire services in the town were under the jurisdiction of the Old Lyme Fire department and all 

firefighting units were made compatible. Also an incentive plan that covers active firefighters with life insurance 
and a pension was approved by the town.  

 1991 The Boughton Road Fire Station opened in June In September of the same year a 14 foot Zodiac boat was 
purchased with a 40 HP motor and trailer for marine rescues.  

 1997 the first fire hydrants were installed in the beach areas of Old Lyme.  
 

Notable Emergencies of Old Lyme 
 The Hurricane of 1938 caused major flooding and tree damage. So many calls for help required 

assistance from the town of New London but this was not possible because the roads were 
inaccessible.  
 1960 Old Lyme Country Club fire destroyed the club house that had been located alongside 

McCurdy Road.  
 1970 the train wreck on Cross Lane overpass was the first time the OLFD responded to a train 

wreck.  
 In January 1971 one of Old Lyme’s worst fires occurred at the Ferry Tavern Restaurant. Fire 

engulfed the building in a matter of minutes. Departments from nearby towns helped bring the 
fire under control using millions of gallons of water.  
 1982 the pizza house at the Old Lyme Shopping Center caught fire and quickly spread to 

adjoining stores within the complex.  
 June 5th 1982 was the start of a flood emergency in Old Lyme. First call was to shore up the 

dam at Rogers Lake and continued for the next three days addressing gas and oil leaks, flooded 
basements, road washouts, evacuations and rescues. The well trained volunteers put in about 
5,000 man hours in flood related activity! 
 Hurricane Gloria, 1984 required over 750 man hours of the fire department volunteers 

addressing flooding and tree damage.  
 The 1980’s reflected a change in the types of emergencies the fire department was called to 

address. Traffic accidents were on the rise as well as responses to automatic fire alarms. Mutual 
Aid drills were initiated along with classroom instruction and practical training. 

   



OLFD Fire Equipment over the years 
Engine #1 Local businessman F.L. Caulkins donated the first piece of equipment: a 1923 Federal truck 

which was equipped with a three-tank American LaFrance chemical unit.  

 In 1928 a Maxim 500 gallon truck was purchased and housed in the garage beneath 
Memorial Town Hall.   

 In 1954 the 1928 Maxim truck was replaced by a 750 gallon per minute Ward LaFrance 
combination pumper. 

 1983 marked the replacement of 1954 Ward LaFrance truck with a specially designed to 
meet the pumper needs of Old Lyme. This was built by the Middlesex Fire Equipment 
Company of Montpelier VT. It delivered 1250 gallons per minute and carried 2200 feet of 
hose on a reel that can be quickly laid and retrieved. Additional training aided in teaching 
volunteers in the operation of the custom designed vehicle.  

Engine #2 In 1930 Mrs F.L. Caulkins donated a new General Motors truck and the chemical tanks 
from the 1923 Federal truck were transferred to the new vehicle. Alterations had to be 
made to the garage to house the new truck. 

 In 1954 the 1930 General Motors truck was replaced with a new GMC tank truck. 

 GMC tank truck was replaced with a 1979 Pierce attack pumper.

 In 2010 the first ladder truck was purchased. 

Engine #3 1940 a state of the art Chevrolet truck, equipped with a water tank, booster pump, and 
brush firefighting equipment replaced the original 1923 Federal truck. 

 1940 Chevrolet was replaced with a 1973 Maxim/GMC attack pumper and greatly 
increased the departments’ ability in firefighting. 

Engine #4 1968 the attack pumper, a 1000 gallon water tank, pumping 750 gallons per minute was 
purchased. Also a Dodge Power Wagon was purchased by the department and used as a 
brush truck and emergency vehicle.   

 1988 attack truck was replaced by a Pierce Pumper delivering 1250 gallons of water per 
minute and a 1000 gallon tank. it also had pre-connected hose on reels and a foam system 
for auto accidents on I-95. This was judged the best commercial engine at the 1989 
Connecticut Fire Fighters Convention. 

Special Units In 1959 a DUKW amphibious vehicle was purchased and adapted for fire and rescue use.

 In 1984 a Hydraulic Rescue tool was purchased to aid in releasing victims’ trapped in 
vehicle accidents.  

 In September 1991 a 14 foot Zodiac boat was purchased with a 40 HP motor and trailer for 
marine rescues.  

 In 2010 A new EMT rescue truck was put into service with a modern hydraulic rescue tool. 

 In 2016 a 25’ Fire/rescue boat was purchased for marine firefighting and law enforcement. 
It is kept at the DEEP dock on Ferry Road.  

 


